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     The popular quote “Learning is power” has been overly used by many people that its true 

significance has been trivialized. The ramifications of learning, therefore; having an education, is 

often overlooked and misunderstood. Learning is often seen as a passive activity by many 

people, where the flow of knowledge and skills goes only in one direction, from the source to the 

receiver.  These individuals see education as a “banking” activity, using Freire’s criticism about 

the current model of education,  where individuals receive, memorize, and repeat (as cited in 

Cahn, 1997, p. 461).  This type of education provides a narrow view of the world around us and 

numbs the individuals’ awareness of the consequences of many events in their life, which could 

create the dangerous attitude of indifference and resignation.  These passive learners will 

probably become also passive members of a society that is in urgent need of active individuals to 

address the serious social, economic, political, and environmental problems.  According to 

Freire, they have been empowered (in the negative sense!) to adjust on how the world is and to 

inhibit their creative power to change the world (as cited in Cahn, 1997, p. 465).  

     For education to unlock the doors of opportunities for an individual’s life, the individual must 

be empowered to make intelligent, conscious, and informed decisions.  Having an education 

means having choices, which implies having the power to improve and to be the best we can be. 

Having an education also means to have the power to question or be critical of anyone’s actions, 

decisions, or propaganda that may have an impact on us and our community.  “Education is now 

recognized as the pathway to freedom, and free democratic society depends on its members' 

abilities to freely choose, think, and express themselves, and to actively contribute to the political 

and social processes in pursuit of their interests” (Pimentel, 2006, para. 33).  In other words, an 

educated individual is fully aware of his or her rights and duties, and will not hesitate to be an 
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active member of a democratic society to protect and improve it.  Ravitch stated that “Education, 

today more than at any time in the past, is the key to successful participation in society” (as cited 

in Gutek, 204, p. 276). 

     Empowering our students to become one day productive and active members of a democratic 

society, schools must become agencies of empowerment of the democratic ideals.  According to 

Breault (2003), “To nurture a deeper appreciation and grasp of democracy, the school can create 

an environment in which students are empowered in a truly democratic sense” (p. 3).  The 

process of empowering our students at school must be initiated by those who have constant and 

direct contact with students, the classroom teachers.  “The complexity of issues facing today's 

students, classrooms and schools require the professional public school teacher to embrace the 

role of empowered and activist designer and implementer of public school policy and practice” 

(Talbert, 2003, p. 51).  Teachers need to believe and practice empowerment to teach their 

students about empowerment.  They need to stop working in isolation and start working in 

collaboration with other teachers to make their voice be heard.  They should stop being afraid or 

apathetic of questioning educational policies that do not empower their students.  Teachers must 

stop being marginalized from the decision-making of educational policies since they are the ones 

who know what is happening in their classrooms.   

     “With the pressure for teaching to higher academic performance standards becoming more 

intense in today's schools, many teachers are reluctant to take time away from the academic 

curriculum to introduce the concept of student empowerment” (Jones, 2006, p. 12).  Teachers 

who only “teach for the test,” who do not connect knowledge to their students’ experiences and 

who do not provide opportunities for students to reflect on why they are learning a new 

knowledge and how can it be used to their benefit  are disempowering their students.  The 
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teacher who does not expect the best from their students and does not model what is a good 

democratic citizen is disempowering his or her students.  A teacher who does not attempt to 

bring back to the learning process those disengaged and passive students and push them to 

become active learners is perpetuating in them indifference and resignation. If the teacher does 

not provide constant feedback to inform them about their academic performance, and what can 

they do to improve, is fostering ignorance in his or her students.  A teacher who praises 

unequally or does not praise at all his or her students is taking away the greatest power from 

students: motivation and hope! 

     As the popular quote states “Learning is Power,” schools are agencies of empowerment since 

learning is the main activity in such place. Teachers are the most powerful agents of 

empowerment in schools.  There will be no schools if there are no teachers. They are the one 

who makes a difference in a student’s life.  Teachers are responsible to teach their subject matter 

well, which will empower their students with useful and meaningful knowledge.  However, they 

should also teach students to be critical of themselves and the community they live.  “Teachers 

become educators when they get fully aware of the surrounding world's influence on every 

individual. And, most of all, they must be open to the reality of learners, get acquainted with 

their way of being, adhere to their right to be. Educators choose to change the world with 

learners” (Pimentel, 2006, para. 40).  Schools become agencies of disempowerment when at least 

one of its teachers decides to close the doors of opportunity in a student’s life; and this cannot 

be! 
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