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LTM5003 Dr. Amy Peterson
Educational Applications of Educational Assignment 8: Report — Need for
Media Information Literacy

Dr. Peterson,

I have surf the Internet to locate information for research and entertainment. However, |
never visited websites with hatred and misleading p ropaganda that have the potential of
changing the beliefs and core values of a person. This assignment was an eye-opening
experience, which helped me realize that | need to ~ monitor even more what my children
are seeing in the Internet. They have the tendency  to believe what they read or see in the
Internet. As a parent, | am always concerned of th e bad influences that my children
could be exposed. However, these bad influences ar e not only at school or in the
neighborhood but now these can easily reach the pri vacy and safe-environment of my
home. What a scary thought!
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Need for Information Literacy

Today, teaching and learning social studi@ésguhe Internet have never been more relevant,
current and enriching that only a time machine ddod a better learning experience. We are
blessed of having at our fingertips a wealth obinfation from the Internet that visiting a library
seems a vintage experience. Most likely, the filate anyone will find additional information
for a particular historical or current event wié the Internet. The ease of typing a few
keywords in the mighty search box of our favorgarsh engine is more appealing than looking
for books, magazines, or newspapers in the dustyeé of a library. We often prefer the
feeling of empowerment and independence of findufgrmation than asking assistance from a
teacher, a librarian, or expert in the field ofiabstudies. It is during these instances when the
major concerns arise of using the Internet asragm source for information. Our often blind
trust on technology and our lacking experienceusstioning everything we read, see, or listen
are the reasons we are most likely to be deceivetisiead, which could lead us to
compromising circumstances in our lives.

Hofstetter (2006) recognized the Internettfesmost strategic resource in modern society”
(p- 358). The possibility of finding video, audmctures, animations, and text for every topic
related with social studies or any subject seerd&esn, making school textbooks seem
inadequate, non-engaging, and outdated resouildesinternet has made the world smaller and
more complex and due to the easy access but corstdmramatic change of information, it has
significantly impacted social studies since it maseased the amount of content to be learned
(Roblyer, 2006). Distance and time are not anyrhardering our ability to know more about
events that happened in other places or countmigish could affect us somehow. An event that

occurred thousands of miles away is immediatelyroomicated through the Internet, even
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before local and national television or newspaparsdo. Scott and Sullivan (2000) stated that
the easy access to the wealth of information abiglan the Internet lure or infatuates our
students to use it as an authoritative resource.

However, there is a paradoxical fact aboutitibernet, which consist that its vast amount of
information is also its most significant disadvaygdEducation Week, 2008). Anyone with
good web authoring skills can create legitimateiog web sites, and for such reason, McCoach
(2002) stated that “the Internet is the great ageabf information distribution” (para. 4). The
major source of information for many of our studeistalso “the ultimate conduits for freedom
of speech and expression” (Street, 2005, pard. Bpay other individuals. Students can
accidentally or not access web sites that contasheading or hatred information that can
change their views or beliefs about the realitiesiwe and make ill decisions. They can also
have access to inaccurate, unreliable, and nottdesdformation that if they use for classroom
purposes, it could cause them embarrassment ihdfdheir peers and teachers, poor academic
performance, and affect their self-esteem.

The proliferation of misinformation in the émhet is astonishing. The following examples are
websites whose purpose is to disseminate hatredages but disguised and masquerade their
agenda with a well designed web site (Westcott52060r example, a student doing an Internet
research on the life of Martin Luther King will ntdskely find the website

www.martinlutherking.orgwhich according to Education Week (2008), theppse of the site is

to discredit King's work on civil rights and proneothe removal of the holiday under his name.
Another example is given by November (2007) indritcle Teaching Zack to think, in which he
tells the story of a student who was using ArthuBRtz's website (i.e.

pubweb.northwestern.edu/~abutz/di/intro.html) asfarence for his paper that the holocaust
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never occurred. Even though Butz’s original sstea longer available, copies of his website
still exist throughout the net, and anyone cahgaiin access to his writings.

The following sites contain information (innse instances false ones) with the purpose of
accomplishing political or personal agendas. Foged Phoenix site (i.e. www.
freedomsphoenix.com) claims that Americans lost fileedom once the Constitution was
adopted as the highest law and the framework foredrStates government. Free American (i.e.

www.freeamerican.cojrstates they will provide visitors with the trugbout history and current

events based on biblical revelations, and that sti@@am sources do not reveal. The website

about Jacopo di Poggibonsi (iveww.umich.edu/~engtt51)/a medieval artist, contains

historical accurate events of the 1400’s but whid tivist of a fictitious artist. This website was
created by a group of college students who warttguidve how easy anyone can create a
website with forged information. The Faked Apdllandings site (i.ewww.ufos-

aliens.co.uk/cosmicapollo.htintlaims that NASA astronauts in the Apollo missarever

landed on the moon and the film footage was a cetaioax. Finally, the 9-11 Attacks on

America site (i.ewww.apfn.org/apfn/WTC.hti sponsored by the American Patriot Friends

Network, claim to know the truth about the 9-1Thekts, which they believe it did not happened
as the government and the media claim it happened.

Based on the above examples, it is clear mpeiative that we must master, and then teach
our students, information literacy skills if we waa harness the potential of the Internet (Scott
& Sullivan, 2000). The likelihood of being misimfoed or mislead from information available
in the Internet is too high to be ignored. Str@@06) stated “Students need guidance as they
explore the unfamiliar terrain of the Internet” (pal) and the nature of social studies’ content

seems to be a perfect fit to provide such guidavweeneed to change our students’ mentality
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that because the information came easily from kerhet, it does not imply the information is
reliable, credible, and unbiased. Our goal shbeldo create a skeptical mentality in our
students that lead them of not taking anythinggf@nted not after thorough evaluation of their
Internet sources. If we are already teaching tteeread and think critically, then now we need
to teach them to surf critically (McCoach, 2002).

The Internet is already a natural part ofloxgs and it has gradually become the
infrastructure of the information society that weslin. Therefore, teaching our students to
become informed consumers of information is empoweahem to become productive members

of our society, which is our primary purpose iniabstudies.
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