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Reflective Paper – Using Multimedia 

     At St. Thomas University, the educational institution that I work as a full-time math 

instructor, there are faculty, staff, and administrators using Facebook, a social networking site, 

for educational purposes. Recently, an e-mailed was sent to all students, faculty, staff, and 

administrators encouraging all to join the school’s network in Facebook to be informed of 

current school events and to build connections among members of the school’s community. After 

reading the e-mail, my first thought was if faculty, staff and administrators have given serious 

reflection about the possible ethical and legal issues that could arise of using Facebook for 

educational purposes, before they get caught in the hype that social networking sites usually 

generate among its users. I also thought how many others would not even consider trying 

Facebook for educational purposes due to their fears and concerns about inappropriate and 

unacceptable uses of social networking sites, which have been reported and publicly criticized in 

the media. 

     Kotelnikov (2008) stated that a presenter should first decide what he or she wants to 

accomplish with a presentation based on the four main goals of any communication: to inform, to 

request for an action, to persuade, and to build relationships. In an attempt answering my own 

questions stated above, I decided to create a presentation with the purpose to inform my peers the 

reasons social networking sites could be used as a powerful educational tool, but also to create 

awareness of the ethical and legal issues that could arise when they decide joining these sites. A 

presentation is more effective when the presenter has earned the right to speak about something 

she or he has become knowledgeable through experience and/or study (Kotelnikov, 2008). For 

some time, I have been pondering how to integrate Web 2.0 tools for teaching and learning and I 

have been familiarizing with social networking sites to find uses in my classroom practice. 
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Therefore, I believe my presentation will significantly impact my audience (i.e. my peers at the 

educational institution) to take the time to reflect about using social networking sites in 

education. 

     Due to time constraints, I initially decided to create a plain presentation consisting of a white 

background and two font colors (i.e. black and blue) to display the main points of my topic. 

Making attractive and interesting presentations with sound effects, animations, and nice graphics 

is a time-consuming task that unfortunately; I did not have. On the other hand I also considered 

avoiding my presentation looking as a “school-boyish” type of presentation, which is what 

Ramachandran (2006) labeled the presentations with excessive graphics, sound effects, and 

animations. After including the main points of my topic, I was dissatisfied with the plain design 

of my presentation since it looked too simplistic, dull, and unprofessional. One of the 

suggestions that Russell (2008) mentioned for creating successful presentations was to avoid 

having text only slides. Therefore, I decided to use one of the free presentation templates 

available in Microsoft web site with a focus on technology design, which would make relevant 

the topic of my presentation (Lorena, n.d.). 

     The template’s design followed the guidelines suggested by Russell (2008) such as a clean 

and straightforward layout, titles on top of the slides as most audiences expect it, important 

information always located near the top of the slide, and plenty of space to make the presenter’s 

points easier to read. In addition, the font color in the template made an excellent contrast with 

the background as suggested by Ramachandran (2006). Another advantage for choosing the 

template was that it included a slide to post an outline or overview of the basic idea of the 

presentation, which would help my audience achieve the goals that I decided for my presentation 

(Kotelnikov, 2008). An interesting fact about this slide in the template was that it only contained 
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four graphic-textboxes to name the main points of the presentation, which is what Russell (2008) 

suggested since the audience tend to remember few things in a presentation. Definitely, this 

template helped me refine my presentation into one that looks more attractive, interesting, and 

professional. 

     One area that I struggled during the creation process of my presentation was the amount of 

information to include in the slides. I had a wealth of information to share but limiting the 

content to four or five bullets per slide (Ramachandran, 2006), six lines per slide 

(Ramachandran, 2006), and a maximum of 6 words per line (Allen, n.d.) to avoid clutter or 

confusion in the slides was a challenging task. One suggestion that help me limit the amount of 

content in the slides was using large Arial font (at least 24 pt.), which makes the content simpler 

and easier to read (Russell, 2008). Another area that I experienced difficulties was the speaker 

notes. This assignment was the first time I use speaker notes in a presentation and it took me 

considerable amount of time to figure out what to write, so someone else can do the presentation 

based on my complete notes. I finally decided to write a narrative of how I would have presented 

my topic. 

     Allen (n.d.) stated that most corporate organizations depend on Power Point presentations to 

present their ideas to their clients for convincing and attracting them towards what they have to 

offer. She also stated that presentations help customers to understand proposals at a speedier 

pace. Even though I do not work in the corporate world, I do expect my presentation to have the 

same effect. I expect my presentation to inform and convince my peers that social networking 

sites have a significant potential use in education, but extreme caution must be taken of the legal 

and ethical issues. I am confident that the design of my presentation will help my topic to 
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become understandable, relevant, and useful for my peers, so they can make informed decisions 

of how to use best social networking sites for educational purposes. 
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